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Title: Flamingos Fly 

Author: Douglas Florian 

Illustrator: Barbara Bakos 

Publisher: Little Bee Books 

Copyright: 2017 

Ages: 1-4 

Call Number: Juv BoardBk Florian 

 

With its buoyant rhyming text and vibrant, colorful illustrations, this board book is sure to keep little 

hands turning the pages over and over again! Each page showcases a different animal and an action that 

animal typically engages in: “Dolphins dive. Swallows soar. Starfish creep on the ocean floor.” The 

playful, happy depictions of the animals—from flamingos to prairie dogs to sloths—will bring a smile to 

a young reader’s face, while they learn a little something about each kind of animal’s behavior. 

 

Title: Meet Rocket and Groot (World of Reading/Marvel Guardians of the Galaxy series) 

Author: Megan Ilnitzki 

Illustrator: Marvel Storybook Artists 

Publisher: Marvel 

Copyright: 2017 

Ages: 4-6 

Call Number: Juv Primer Superheroes 

 

This primer is part of a series that introduces the newest of readers to the Marvel superheroes. It allows 

them to get in on the action of reading about these favorite characters. Each book is slight, and the text 

is pared down to the most basic that still provides an essential look at who these characters are. Groot 

and Rocket are both Guardians of the Galaxy. Rocket understands Groot, who only says one thing, “I am 

Groot.”  Illustrations in the classic Marvel style fills out the portrait of these two characters.  

 

Title: Woof & Quack in Winter 

Author: Jamie A. Swenson 

Illustrator: Ryan Sias 

Publisher: Green Light Readers 

Copyright: 2017 

Ages: 4-7 

Call Number: Juv Reader Swenson 

 

Winter is much different in the north as it is in the south—and both are just as fun--as Woof and Quack 

discover in this smart, funny story. Quack is a duck and Woof is a dog, and they are best friends. Quack 

insists that this winter, he is not flying south. He wants to stay with Woof. Woof worries about his friend 

though, “You will have cold feet.” But Quack is adamant, and he stays. When the snow covers them 



though, Quack begins to have doubts. Woof and Quack go sledding, skating, build a snow duck, and have 

a great time, but still they shiver. Woof then says he wants to fly south. Together, Woof and Duck find a 

way to do so. What will they do down south in the winter? These two charming friends are sure to 

appeal to young readers. Their cartoon style dialog is very enjoyable to read. 

 

 
Title: Fergus Barnaby Goes on Vacation 
Author(s): David Barrow 
Illustrator(s): David Barrow 
Publisher: Barron’s Educational Series 
Copyright: 2017 
Ages: 3-5 
Call Number: Juv PicBk Barrow, David 
 
Originally published in England as Ferguson Barnaby Goes on Holiday, this picture book is about a young 
bear and his family who are preparing to go on vacation. But Barnaby, the young bear, keeps forgetting 
to pack some items that he has lent to his friends. Barnaby lives on the first floor in an apartment 
building and must go to each floor where his friends live to obtain these items. It is a repetitive, 
cumulative tale that will encourage participation during story time.  
 
The size of the picture book is helpful in illustrating the various floors that Barnaby must climb up to 
obtain his items. The illustrations are fun, playful and were created using a splashy, textured watercolor 
style.  There is also an element of humor at the end of the story. While they are on the road, Barnaby 
exclaims, OH, NO! for the last time. What could he have possibly forgotten now! Find out by reading the 
story. 
 
 

Title: The Night of the Living Cuddle Bunnies 

Author(s): Jonathan Rosen 

Publisher: Skyhorse Publishing, Inc. 

Copyright: 2017 

Ages: 10-12  

Call Number: Juv Rosen, Jonathan 

 

This hilarious story is about the new “it” toy for Christmas—the cuddle bunny!  Devin’s little sister is 

desperate to have one because all of her friends do.  Mysterious things start to happen when a new 

neighbor, who may or may not be a warlock, moves in.  Did Devin see his sister’s cuddle bunny wink at 

him?  Is it actually trying to kill him or has he just gone crazy?  Read this fun adventure story to find out 

if the cuddle bunnies really are alive, and if so, can Devin help save his family?   

 

 

 

 

 



Title: Cosmic Commandos 

Author(s): Christopher Eliopoulos 

Publisher:  Dial Books for Young Readers; Penguin Young Readers Group 

Copyright: 2017 

Ages:  Grades 3-7 / Ages 8-12 

Call Number: Juv Graphic Cosmic Commandos 

 

Cosmic Commandos introduces us to a pair of twins, Jeremy and Justin, who are identical in looks but 

opposite in personality. Jeremy is lazy, irresponsible, and always in some sort of scrape. He hates his 

parents, his school, his teacher, and especially his brother Justin. Justin is neat, quiet, well-liked at 

school by friends and teachers alike, and always does his homework. Justin would like to be friends with 

Jeremy, but usually he picks up his brother’s slack, only to have Jeremy tell him to go away and “stop 

looking like me.” One day, Jeremy finds a magic ring that brings his favorite video game to life, and 

makes him the hero, Cosmic Commando. But can Jeremy figure out how to beat all the levels of the 

game by himself? Or will he listen to Justin in time to save himself – and the town – from Skorn, the final 

villain of the game? 

 The art style in Cosmic Commandos is very similar to Bill Watterson’s Calvin and Hobbes, and 

even Jeremy’s sarcasm and attitude mirrors Calvin’s. I believe the similarities are intentional, but only to 

someone who has read Calvin and Hobbes.  There is a reference made to Charles Schulz of Peanuts as 

well, as the twins’ home is on “Schulz Street.” The story is written as a chapter book, with seven 

chapters in total.   

 

 

 
Title: How the Cookie Crumbled:  The True (and Not-So-True) Stories of the Invention of the Chocolate 
Chip Cookie 
Author:  Gilbert Ford 
Illustrator(s):  Gilbert Ford 
Publisher:  Atheneum Books for Young Readers 
Copyright:  2017 
Ages:  4-8 or K-3rd grade 
Call Number:  Juv Bio W147f 
 

Who doesn’t love chocolate chip cookies?  Did you ever wonder who invented the chocolate 
chip cookie? In the book How the Cookie Crumbled by Gilbert Ford, the reader is told the true or not so 
true stories of how the chocolate chip cookie was invented.  Incorporating several interesting artistic 
techniques, the story of Ruth Wakefield’s chocolate chip cookie adventure unfolds. Ruth Wakefield 
always loved cooking.  To her, cooking was a science.  Once a schoolteacher, Ruth decided what she 
really wanted to do was open a restaurant.  So, she and her husband buy an old toll house and called it 
the Toll House Inn.  This is where the story gets tricky. Actually, there are three sticky stories.  Which 
one is true is up for debate.  However, one of the most famous deserts comes from Ruth’s many 
disasters:  The Chocolate Chip Cookie.  Oh, and somehow Nestle gets intermingled in this story.  Read 
and decide for yourself how the cookie crumbled.   
 

 

 



Title: Not So Different: What You Really Want to Ask About Having a Disability 
Author(s): Burcaw, Shane 
Illustrator(s): Carr, Matt 
Publisher: Roaring Brook Press 
Copyright: November 7, 2017 
Ages: 6-9 
Call Number: Juv 362.43 B947n 
 
Why do you look so different? How do you do things? These common questions, and others, are 
answered head-on in this book. 
 
Shane Burcaw was born with a rare disease called spinal muscular atrophy (SMA), which hinders his 
muscles’ growth. As a result, his body hasn’t grown bigger and stronger as he’s gotten older―it’s gotten 
smaller and weaker instead. This hasn’t stopped Shane from doing the things he enjoys (like eating 
pizza, participating in team sports, and playing video games). It does mean that he relies on family and 
friends for help with almost everything (from getting dressed and brushing his teeth to rolling over in 
bed). 
 
With humor and candidness, Shane shares with readers a brief glimpse into the reality of living with a 
disability. He also wants readers to know that it’s ok to ask questions, it’s ok to engage and even 
perhaps make a new friend. 
 
In conclusion Shane states, “…we are all different; we all have different strengths, weaknesses, and 
abilities, and that’s not just okay, it’s beautiful.” 
 
The Author’s Note provides more information about muscular dystrophy diseases, Shane’s life as a 
writer and the nonprofit organization, Laughing At My Nightmare, Inc. which he cofounded. 
 

 


